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Ms. Patricia Burdette
470 South Street, Apartment A
Lockport, NY 14094

Dear Ms. Burdette:

The White House has asked the Federal Communications Commission to respond to your
letter regarding the transition from analog television to digital television (DTV). You express
your concerns about the costs ofthe transition.

The transition to digital television will have many benefits for the American people.
DTV permits broadcasters to offer a variety of valuable new services to the public. It allows
broadcasters to offer free television ofhigher resolution than analog technology (the current
mode ofTV transmission), with theater-quality pictures and CD-quality sound. Broadcasters are
permitted, but not required, to offer High Definition Television. DTV can also provide other
program enhancements, such as broadcasting in a variety oflanguages and captions, as well as
transmitting an entire edition of a newspaper, sports information, computer software, telephone
directories, stock market updates, interactive educational materials, and any other information
that can be translated into digital bits. The DTV bitstream can also be used to transmit multiple
programs at the same time, albeit with a trade-off in picture quality. Additionally, and
importantly, DTV will provide a more efficient use ofbroadcast spectrum and will enable part of
the spectrum to be reallocated for other uses, including the vital communications needs ofpublic
safety, police, and fire departments.

The Commission seeks to provide a smooth transition to DTV service with as little
disruption to the public as possible. The Commission and Congress have developed a digital
television transition schedule that does not call for an end to analog broadcasting until the end of
2006. The termination of analog broadcasting can be delayed by the Commission on a market­
by-market basis depending on criteria established by Congress.

There is a process stations may use to seek an extension ofthe DTV construction
deadline, scheduled for May, 2002 for commercial TV stations that were not subject to an earlier
deadline, and May, 2003 for non-commercial stations. In the Fifth Report and Order with
respect to DTV, the Commission noted that it will grant an extension of the construction deadline
where a broadcaster has been unable to complete construction due to circumstances that are
either unforeseeable or beyond the licensee's control if the licensee has taken all reasonable steps
to resolve the problem expeditiously. Such circumstances include, but are not limited to, the
inability to construct and place in operation a facility necessary for transmitting DrV, such as a
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tower, because of delays in obtaining zoning or FAA approvals, or similar constraints, or lack of
equipment necessary to transmit a DTV signal. The Commission delegated authority to the Mass
Media Bureau to grant two such six-month extensions oftime, after which extension requests
will be referred to the Commission.

We are currently considering petitions for reconsideration of the Report and Order in our
first DTV periodic review proceeding. Some ofthese petitions have asked that we extend the
applicable construction deadlines for stations in smaller markets, citing costs and hardship, and
those petitions are pending.

We will include your letter in the record of the DTV periodic review proceedings and
consider all views carefully. 1 hope this is responsive to your concerns.

Sincerely,



THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

..
TO: fCc- ~

DATE: f4/q'

We are forwarding the enclosed constituent mail because your,agency is best suited to reply.
President Bush would like all Federal agencies to respond to constituent mail in a timely manner.
Please return a copy of your agency response and the original incoming correspondence to me at
~e White House at the following address:

Mail Analysis
Room 58
Eisenhower Executive Office Building
Washington, D.C. 20502

[fyou have questions about these procedures or need to provide updated contact information.
you may reach me at (202) 456-5490;by fax at (202) 456-5490; or by email at Gertrude A. ~-
Roddick@Who.eop.gov

President Bush appreciates your cooperation and assistance.

Sincerely,

~ ~
Trud~
Director
Mail Analysis
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